warned a meeting of undergraduates that " there is no one
. . . who does not view the coming year with alarm. From
the forge of Vulcan comes a deafening roar; the doors of
the temple of Mars stand wide open and British Democracy
is building ships as Athens did when the State was threat-
ened by the authoritarian ruler of the Persians. The aero-
plane had made the Channel as narrow as the Hellespont
over which Xerxes threw a bridge ". A few days later Herr
Wigforss, Swedish Minister of Finance, when endeavouring
to defend his budget for 1939-40 before the Economic
Society in Stockholm, had all his argument swept away by
Professor Hacksher, who declared " that it seemed to him
that budgets hardly mattered any more. What really
mattered was an understanding of the fact that European
tradition itself, and all that their forefathers had achieved
in two thousand years of struggle and sacrifice, was in
jeopardy. He feared that Sweden would soon be faced
with greater troubles than those which she faced during
Napoleon's time."
In the early months of 1939, these speeches were typical
of many, all of which voiced a universal feeling of fear that
the long-cherished principle of absolute neutrality was about
to disappear. The so-called Munich agreement had come
as a shock to the Northern peoples, who felt that they
could no longer rely upon Britain, who had apparently
disposed of her interests in the business of European
affairs.
Consequently there sprang up in parts of Scandinavia
a strong tendency to lean towards the new German dynam-
ism; it was felt that it was better to be friendly with, than
openly to antagonize, the powerful Reich, which seemed
to go from success to success*
The Scandinavians thought that they saw, in British
reluctance to oppose with force the aggressive demands
of Hitler, that same decadence of which the German Press
spoke so loudly, and they shivered, seeming to see the
shadow of the swastika reaching across to their coasts
and forests. Critics of Britain arose who declared that she
had surrendered, not only her leading place in Europe,
but in the world. Spurred on by German propaganda, a
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